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In the name of AIIah the Benef|C|ent the Merciful
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We praise Allah, the Most High, Most Great, and pray for
Allah’s blessings upon His noble Prophet.

Ta'leem-ul-lmaan (Islaami ‘Agaa’id)

(Teachings of the Faith, or Islamic Beliefs)

Tawheed(The Oneness of Allah)

Q. What is meant by the word_Allat?

A. Allah is the name of the Being WhoW¢aajibul-Wujood and
Who is the embodiment of all ttgfaat-e-Kamaaliyah

“Based upofaleem-ul-Islanby Allaama Mufti Muhammad Kifaayatullah. Translation by Dr.
Mahmood Qaderi. (Sh. Muhammad Ashraf, Lahore, Pakistan. 1981.)
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Q.
A.

> O

Q.

What is meant byWaajibul-Wujood?

Waajibul-Wujoods the Eternal Being whose presence is
necessary and whose absence is impossidejibul-Wujood
means one who has been from all time before and will remain
for ever. There is no beginning for Him nor an end. He is self-
existent, since anything which comes into being or is present
due to another’s creation cannot\Waajibul-Wujood

Thus, according to the teachings of Islam, AllaMiaajibul-
Wujood He alone and no other being in the universe is
Waajibul-Wujood

What is meant bySifaat-e-Kamaaliyal?

Since Allah isWaajibul-Wujoodand one who i8Vaajibul-
Wujoodmust be perfect, the perfect qualities or attributes
which are essential faWaajibul-Wujoodare established
(proved) to be in Him. These qualities are caffifdat-e-
Kamaaliyah

What is the being called which has existed from all time

and will remain forever?

A.

Q.
A.

Q.

Such a being is calleQadeem

What beings other than Allah areQadeen?

Only Allah and His qualities ail®adeenmand nothing else is
Qadeem

When nothing except Allah existed from all times, how did

Allah create the heaven, earth, and all other things?

A.

The whole universe was created by the order of Allah and His
power. He did not need anything to create the earth and
heaven. Had He stood in need of something, how could He be
Waajibul-Wujoo® Remember: Allah igvVaajibul-Wujoodand

He never requires anything for His work, nor any help from
others.
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Q.

What are the Sifaat-e-Kamaaliyah or the perfect qualities

of Allah?

A.

> O

Q.

Some of them ar&Vatdat, Qidam, Wujoob-e-Wujood,
Hayaat, Qudrat, ‘llm, Iraadah, Sam’a, Bas Kalaam, Khulq,
Takweenand so on.

What is Sfat-e-Waldat?

Wahdatmeans oneness. It is a quality of Allah. That is, He is
unique in His person and also in His qualitiBswheedmeans
believing in the oneness of Allah and having faith in Him and
accepting Him as One.

What is Sifat-e-Qidamand what is meant byWujoob-e-

Wujood?

A.

> O

> O

> O

> O

Qidamis to beQadeemwhich means to existed from all times
and for all timesWujoob-e-Wujoodneans to b&/aajibul-
Wujood

What is meant byAzali and Abadi?

That which has no beginning is callddali and that which has
no end and remains for ever is calldgadi So, Allah is both
AzaliandAbadiand that is what is meant adeem

What is Hayaaf?

Hayaatmeans life. That is, Allah is alive. To be alive is one of
His proven qualities.

What is Sifat-e-Qudrat?

Qudratmeans power. Allah is All-Powerful and has the power
of creating, maintaining and destroying the universe and then
again bringing it into existence.

What is Sifat-e-‘llm ?
‘Ilm means to know. That is, Allah knows everything about
everything. Nothing big or small is out of His knowledge. He
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knows about every particle and He knows about everything
before its being and after its extinction. He hears and sees
fully well, even the movement of an ant in the darkness of thi
night. The ideas that creep into human beings’ hearts are all
known to Allah. llim-e-Ghayb(knowledge of the Unseen) is a
quality of Allah only.

What is Iraadah?

Iraadahmeans to do something by one’s own power and will
Allah can create anything He likes by His power, and destroy
in the same way. All things in the world happen by His powe
andlraadah (Will). Nothing in the universe is beyond His

power. He is never helpless and can always do what He like

What is Sifat-e-Sam’aand Sifat-e-Basar?

Sam’ameans to hear arBhsarmeans to see. Allah sees and
hears everything. But He has no ears nor eyes, nor any orga
like other creatures. He hears the lightest sound and sees th
smallest of things. Distance or nearness, darkness or light
makes no difference to Him.

What is Sifat-e-Kalaant?

Kalaammeans speech. Speaking is Allah’s proven quality, b
He requires no tongue like His creatures.

How does Allah talk when He has no tongue?

Allah’s creatures cannot talk without a tongue- they depend
organs and provisions, but Allah does not depend upon
anything. He does not need a tongue to speak. Had He stoo
need, He could not have be@faajibul-Wujood

What is Sifat-e-Khalq and Takweer?

Khalg means creatiomakweeris to bring into existence. The
qualities of Allah are that He kshaalig (Creator) and
Mukawwin(One who has the power to bring into existence) c
the whole universe.
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Q. Besides these qualities, are there any more qualities of
Allah?
A. Yes, there are many more qualities of Allah, such as the po

to deprive of life, to bring into life, to sustain, to bring honor,
disgraceetc. All the qualities of Allah arézali, Abadi and
Qadeemin which no change, addition, or reduction can be
made.

Allah’s Books

Q. It has been said previously that the Holy Qur'aan took 23
years to be revealed completely In the Holy Qur'aan, Allah says:

I3 a8 331 G Olas) 26k

The month of Ramadaan in which was revealed the Qur'aan...

In another place, in the Holy Qur’aan, it is said:

5,08 I3 WHE

Lo! We revealed it on the Night of Power.

These three statements seem to contradict each other.
Which of these is correct?

A. All these three things are correct. There were two stages of
revelation of the Holy Qur'aan.

First, the Holy Qur'aan was sent as a whole to the first Hea
from Lawhe-Malfooz(the Protected Tablet), then it was sen
to our Prophetﬁf‘f}) in parts from time to time as the need
arose. Thus, in these twkyaatof the Holy Qur'aan, the first
stage of revelation is the one in which the Holy Qur'aan wa:
sent fromLawhe-Makhoozto the first Heaven. This was a

 Surah 2, Ayah 185.
2Surah 97, Ayah 1.
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night in the month of Ramadaan. Revelation in 23 years refers
to the second stage of revelation when the Holy Qur'aan came
to the Holy Propheffwi%) from the first Heaven over 23 years.
Thus, all these three things are correct and they are not
contradictory.

Q. When did the revelation of the Holy Qur'aan begin and at

what place did the revelation of the Holy Qur'aan commence?

A. Near Makkah Mu’azamah there are several mountains. In one
of them calledHira, the Holy Propheﬁ«}i‘tﬁ,) used to go into a
cave and offer prayers to Allah. He would remain there for
days.When his provision of food would finish, he would come
back home and take back provisions of food for days and
would go back to offer prayers to Allah in loneliness there. It
was in this cave dflira that the revelation of the Holy
Qur'aan began, when the Propl) was 40 years old.

How did the revelation of the Holy Qur'aan begin?
Once, when the Holy Prophé )was in this cave, Hadrat
Jibra’eel ‘=5) appeared before him and said to hihgyd.”

(This is the first word of Surah ‘Alag, meaning “Read!”) The
Holy Prophett«}i‘%) replied, “I am not a reader.” This happened
three times. Then Hadrat Jibra’eel read out these lines:

SN FE 05 sl 8y eul, 1)
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Read: In the name of thy Lord who created; Created man from a clot.
Read: And thy Lord is the Most Bounteous; Who teaches by the pen;
Teaches man that which he knewhot.

> O

% Surah 96, Ayaat 1-5.
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Q.

Hearing this from Hadrat Jibra’e¢=), the Prophet=£) also
repeated it. These lines were the first to be revealed to our
Holy Prophet ).

If the revelation of the Holy Qur'aan began with these first

lines of Surah ‘Alag, then was the Holy Qur'aan not revealed in
the order in which we have it now?

A.

Q.

No, the present order is not according to the order of the
revelation of the Quraan. Revelation was according to the
need and occasion. But wheswahwas revealed, the Holy
Prophetﬂ;‘%) would instruct that it should be written before
and after certaisurats. In the same way, when ayaator
manyayaatwere revealed, he would instruct to write them
before and after certain oth@&yaat Thus, the present order in
which the Holy Qur'aan appears is not in the order as it was
revealed, but set according to the instructions, wishes and
orders of the Holy Prophe).

Did the Holy Prophet (+) maintain the order of the Holy

Qur’aan and get it written however he wished, or did he give
directions according to the order of Allah?

A.

Q.

The number o$urals, their beginning and end, the number of
ayaatin everysurah and their beginning and end- and in the
same way the complete present order of the Qur'aan- was
made known to Hadrat Jibra’eel by Allah. Hadrat Jibra’eel
informed the Holy Prophe:) and through the Prophés=),

the same was made known to us.

It is more than 1400 years since the Holy Qur'aan was

revealed- what is the proof that it is the same Qur'aan as was
revealed to our Holy Prophet Muhammad *ﬁi‘t@)?

A.

There are many proofs that the present Qur'aan is the same
Book as was revealed to our Holy Propl‘ﬂf‘f)( Here we tell
some of the obvious proofs:
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First Proof: The Tawaaturof the Holy Qur'aan. It has
continuity since the time of the Holy Prophﬁf‘ﬂ, without a
change or break. A thing which is proved by such continuity is
absolute and above suspicion.

What is meant byMutawaatir and Tawaatur?

A thing which is quoted in a similar way by a large number of
people, for whom common sense tells us that they all cannot
tell lies, is called Mutawaatir.” Its constant citing in a similar
way is called Tawaatut” Thus, the Holy Qur'aan has been
guoted so much by so many persons since the time of our
Holy Prophet”f}i%) that a man of even ordinary intelligence
would say that surely all these people cannot have been telling
lies.

Second Proof Millions of people have been learning the Holy
Qur'aan by heart since the days of the Holy Propﬁiél(

Even today there are hundreds of thousands of Muslim
children, youth, and old men who have the whole book safe in
their hearts. Such a person is callgdaafiz A Book which

has been safeguarded and learned by heart by so many peopl
since its revelation should not be subject to any doubt in its
being safeguarded and pure.

Third Proof: In the Qur’aan itself, Allah has said:

T Nt AN L L
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We, even We, reveal the Reminder, and lo! We verily are its
Guardian?

Thus, when Allah Himself has taken the responsibility of
safeguarding the Holy Qur'aan, it is necessarily proven that
the present book is the same as was revealed to the Holy
Prophet ). Since Allah promised to safeguard it, it is
safeguarded up till today, and Allah-willing, it will remain so
until Qiyaamat

4 Surah 15, Ayah 9.
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Fourth Proof: It was claimed by the Holy Quraan, when

being revealed, that nobody could equal its text and style. Thi:
is true up till today. Nobody has succeeded in presenting the
match of the Holy Qur'aan as it exists to this day, nor can
anyone ever match its text and style. This is an open proof the
the present book is the same Book that was revealed to the

Holy Prophet ).

Risaalah(Prophethood)

The Holy Qur’aan says:

AT T P TN
Oxow @3 Is¥) 44l A ols

...and there is not a nation but a warner has passed among’them.

At another place it is said:

v o w S 7
03> ‘g,:.d,éai,;

...and for every folk a guide.

Q. These lines show that Allah sent prophets to every country
and every people. Did any prophets come to places like India and
China and this land as well?

A. It is certainly proven by these verses that to every nation was
sent a guide and warner from Allah. It is thus quite in
accordance with the plan of Allah that the prophets must have
been raised in all parts of the world including India and China
and other places.

5 Surah 35, Ayah 24.
®Surah 13, Ayah 7.
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Q.

Can we believe that the religious leaders of the Hindus,

such as Krishanji and Ram Chandarji, were Allah’s prophets?

A.

Q.

We cannot believe that. Prophethood is a special rank given t
Allah to His chosen and devoted creatures. As long as it is no
proven by the Shari'ah that this privilege or rank was given to
a certain person by Allah, one cannot definitely call a person :
prophet. If we call any person a prophet without proof and in
reality he is not a prophet, we will be answerable to Allah for
this wrong belief.

For example: If you accept a person as a Viceroy or Governol
of a King, while in reality he is not that at all, then you will be
guilty in the eyes of the government since you would be
attributing a wrong thing by accepting him as Governor
although the King has not made him so. Therefore, we can
only call those pious people of the past as prophets whose
prophethood is proven by the Shari’ah or they have been
referred to as prophets in the Holy Qur'aandadeeth

About the religious leaders and guides of the Hindus, or of an
other nation, we can only say this much: that if their beliefs
and actions were righteous and their directions were not
against heavenly directions and they did lead humanity to the
path of virtue and righteousness as described by Allah, they
might have beeNabis, or prophets. But to say it definitely

that they were prophets is not right.

What beliefs should one have about the Holy Prophet

Muhammad (3%)?

A.

(1) That he was a human being and Allah’s creature.

(2) He is superior to all except Allah.

(3) Heisinnocent of all sins.

(4) Allah revealed the Holy Qur'aan to him.

(5) He was invited to the heavens by Allah on the occassion c
Mi'raaj and he was shown Heaven and Hell on that night.

(6) Many a miracle was performed at his hand by Allah’s
favor.
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Q.
A.

Q.

(7) He worshipped and prayed to Allah very much.

(8) His habits and morals wepar excellence

(9) He was given knowledge of many things pertaining to th
past and future by Allah, which he disclosed before his
ummah

(10) Allah gave him greater knowledge than any other creatu
But he was notAalim-ul-Ghayb(one who knows the
unseen or unheard), because that is a special quality of
Allah only.

(11) No prophet will come after him and heKisaatim-un-
Nabiy-yeenthe last of all the prophets. Only Hadrat ‘Isaa
(=) will again descend from Heaven, but even he will
follow the Islamic Shari’ah.

(12) He is the prophet of all human beings pmal.

(13) On Allah’s order, he will ask forgiveness for the sinners «
the Day of Judgment. That is why he is calBthafi’-ul-
Mudhibeen Allah will accept the request of our Holy
Prophet %2).

(14) It is necessary for themmahto do what he‘i‘j.‘g) has
ordered and abandon what he has forbidden and also to
accept and believe in their own context all his prophecie

(15) It is necessary for all Muslims to regard and respect him
but this should be within the limits and rules of Shari’ah.
To respect against these rules of Shari’ah, and then to
think that it is an expression of love, is foolish.

What is meant by “innocent”?

All the prophets were innocent. It means that our Holy Proplt
‘:{'.i%) committed no sins, minor or major, knowingly or
unknowingly.

Was the ascent, or going up foMi'raaj , done bodily or

was it only a dream in sleep?

A.

The Holy Prophet‘:%i%) went up forMi'raaj with his body and
so the ascent was bodily. Apart from this, he went several
times onMi’raaj in his dreams. These are calMdnaami
Mi'raaj (Manaamimeans in a dream), but the dreams of all
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prophets are true and there is no doubt about them. Thus, on
ascent of our Holy Prophe‘ff‘ﬁ) was of body and four or five
others happened in dreams.

What is meant byShafaa’ah?

Shafaa’ahis intercession or recommendation On the Day of
Judgment, the Holy Prophé )WlII plead for the sinners for
their pardon to Allah. This honor has already been reserved fi
our Holy Prophetﬁ;‘%). He will beg leave to ask for Allah’s
pardon on behalf of sinners with utmost respect. When Allah’
permission will be given, our Proph(“'d‘”j will make the
recommendations. Besides the Holy Prop*ffﬁ) (other
prophetsAwliyaa and martyrs§huhadagcan also make
recommendations, but not without the permission of Allah.

> O

Pardon for what sorts of sins will be recommended?

All sorts of sinners except thoseKiifr (denial of Allah and
Islam) andShirk (believing in other gods) will be
recommended for pardon. Those who have done major sins
will be in greater need of recommendation, because small sin
are pardoned even in this world through prayers.

> O

Faith and Good Actions

Q. What is Imaan?
A

Imaanmeans believing in Allah and in all His qualities,
angels, heavenly books and prophets by heart, and to believe
as true all that the Holy Prophi<) brought from Allah, and

to proclaim this belief. This proclamation is the basis of
Imaan but proclamation in full is subject to conditions and
disabilities also. For example, a dumb person’s faith will be
accepted without being expressed in spoken words.
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Q.
A.

Q.

What are the A’'maal-e-Saalihah?

Virtuous actions, or good deeds and prayers as told by Allat
and taught to His creatures by Allah’s prophets. All these ar
calledA’maal-e-Salihah or A'maal-usSaalihah.

Do prayers and virtuous deeds also form the basis of

Imaan?

A.

> O

> O

> O

> O

Yes, virtuous deeds are includednmaan-e-Kaami(complete
faith). Virtuous actions makienaanbright and perfect.
Without theselmaanis incomplete.

What is meant by‘lbaadah?

‘Ibaadah means worship. One who worships is calledAd
and the one who is worshipped is calMdbood The only

true object of worship is Allah, Who created us and the who
universe. We all are His creatures. He has ordered us to
worship Him and it is our duty to do so.

Which of Allah’s creatures have been ordered to worship?

Human beings andinn have been ordered to worship Allah.
They are called/ukallaf (duty-bound). Angels and other
creatures of the universe are Mkallaf. (They have no
alternative except to obey what Allah has created them for.)

Who areJinn?

Jinnare also Allah’s creatures, born of fire. Their bodies are
so fine that we cannot see them. They can be seen only wh
they take the shape of a man or animal. They have been gi\
this power by Allah- the power to change their shape and fo
and become man or animal. Jinn are both male and female
have children also.

What are the ways of doindglbaadah?

There are many ways of worshipping: Prayer, fasting, giving
charity, going for Hajj, sacrifice of animal&jkaaf (retiring

to the mosque), teaching good things to Allah’s creatures,
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Sin

> O

restraining oneself and others from bad deeds, respecting
parents and teachers, building mosques, running schools,
acquiring and spreading knowledge and helping those who
seek knowledge, helping the poor, fighting the enemies of
Allah in the name of Allah, feeding the hungry, providing
water to the thirsty, and so on. Many other acts which are
ordered by Allah or which are praised by Him are acts of
worship. All these are also callédmaal-e-&alihah.

What is Ma’siyah?

Ma’siyah means disobedience. Disobeying Allah’s orders is
Ma’siyahor “sin.” To sin is very bad. Allah’s anger and
punishments come because of sin. Not believing in Allah and
to believe in more than one god are the greatest sins. Such
personskuffaarandmushrikeenwill always remain in Hell.

No prophet will recommend them and it has been declared by
Allah in the Qur’aan that He will never forgive tkeffaarand
mushrikeen

Kufr and Shirk

Q.
A.

What are kufr and shirk?

Not believing in any one of the important articles of faith is
Kufr. For example, one who does not believe in Allah or His
gualities; one who believes in two or three gods; denies the
existence of angels; denies any one of Allah’s Books; does no
believe in any prophet, in Fate, in the Day of Judgment; denie
any of Allah’s absolute orders and treats any information
given by the Holy Prophe“fﬁ) as false: such a person will be
kaafir.
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Shirkis to make somebody share in Allah’s qualities or in Hit
person.

What is the sharing of Allah’s qualities in person?

Associating someone else in Allah’s Person is to believe in
two or more gods. The Christians aneshrikas they believe
in three gods. Fire worshippers aneshrikas they believe in
two gods. Hindus, by believing in many gods, become
mushrik

What is sharing in qualities?

It is to attribute Allah’s qualities to someone else. Thahisk
because Allah’s qualities are unequalled by any of His
creatures- be they angels, prophateliyaa martyrsimaam

or any other devoted persons. Their qualities cannot match
qualities of Allah.

In what ways can the Divine qualities be shared?

Many. Here we shall mention some of them:

(1) Shirk fil-Qudrat To attribute Allah’s quality of Power to
anybody else. For example, to believe that a certain
prophet omwali or martyr can bring about rains or cause
the birth of babies or fulfil desires or give food or kill or
bring anything into life or bring benefit or damage. All
these things arghirk

(2) Shirk fil-‘llm. To attribute Allah’s power of Knowledge to
others. For example, to say that a prophet or a pious ma
has the knowledge of the unseen, or knows about
everything, of is aware of all of our affairs, or can tell whe
is happening far and near. All thisS&irk fil-‘llm.

(3) Shirk fisSam’a wal-Baar. To attribute Allah’s power of
Seeing and Hearing to others. For example, to believe th
a certain prophet or a pious person could hear things far
and near, or could see all of our own acts.

(4) Shirk fikHukm To accept any other person as superior ar
obey him like Allah. For example, if a pious person has
told one to say certain prayers before ‘Asr and one takes
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as necessary and does that and even delays the ‘Asr pre
and performs it at theakroohtime, it will beshirk.

(5) Shirk fil-'lbaadahis to accept any other person as worthy
of worship like Allah. For example, to dajdah
(prostration) orukuu’ (bow) before a grave or a pious
person, or doingukuu’ likewise, or to keep fast, in the
name of a prophetyali orimaam or to givenadir (oath
or vow) or to promise an offering like thatc, or to go
around a house or grave like one goes around the Ka’ba
(tawaa): all these ar&hirk fil-‘Ibaadah

Are there any more acts ofShirk?

Yes, there are many actssifirk which must be avoided.
Some of these are: to ask about heavenly secrets from
astrologers; to show hands to a palmist to know about the
future; to ask others fdaal (which is another way of trying to
know the future from omens); to treat diseases like smallpox
etc.as contagious and infectious which can be contracted
without Allah’s permission; to makEa'aziyas (floats or
models of tombs) andlams (banners); to offer as sacrifice
sweets, flowersgtc.on graves; to swear in the name of
someone other than Allah; to put pictures and pay respects
them; to call any pious person one’s rescuer or savior; to gre
hair in the name of wali; or to turnfageer(beggars) in
Muharram in the name of amaam

Bid’'ah

Q.
A.

Which sin is the greatest afteshirk and kufr?

Bid’ah (innovation) comes after these tvid’ah is a thing
which has no basis in Shari'ah. A thing which is not proved
from the Holy Qur'aan and Hadeeth, in practice at the time ¢
the Holy Prophet‘ﬂi‘%), his Companions, and those who came
after them, but is now considered as a religious duty.
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Bid’ah is very bad. The Holy Prophe‘fwji%) has condemned
one who indulges ibid’ah and called him a destroyer of the
religion. The Holy Propheﬁé) has said that evehjd’ah
leads to Hell and makes others go astray.

Give some examples ddid’ah.

People have introduced thousandbidfaat. Some of them

are: to build graves of hard bricks; to hold celebrations (at
graves); to build domes on graves; to light candles or lamps &
the graves; to spread sheets and covers on graves; to gather
a feast after a death in a house; to wear garlands in marriage
or to make such additions in theustahakactions which are

not based on Shari'ah.

Other Sins

Q.

What are the other sinful things besideshirk, kufr, and

bid’ah?

A.

> O

There are many more sins other tkair, shirk, andbid’ah.

For example: telling lies, not saying prayers, not keeping fast:
not givingZakaat not going orHajj while one can afford it

and has property and health, drinking wine, stealing, slander,
speaking ill of someone in his or her absence, giving false
witness, molesting others, deceiving, disobeying teachers ant
parents, hanging pictures in one’s house, betraying trusts,
treating others with contempt, gambling, abusing, watching
dances, giving and taking interest and usury, shaving the
beard, wearing pants below the ankles, extravagance, going
dramas and plays- are all sinful acts. There are still many oth
forms of sins, you will read about them at later stages.

Does a Muslim who commits sins remain a Muslim?
One whose sin ikufr andshirk does not remain a Muslim. He

becomeKaafir andMushrik One who commitbid’ah
remains a Muslim but with an incomplete and imperfect faith.
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Q.

Such a person is calledutabaddi’ or Bid’ati. One who
commits other big sins, although he remains a Muslim, he wi
have a deficient and imperfect faith, and is call€@asiq

If someone commits a sin, how can he save himself from

punishment?

A.

Q.

Allah forgives if one asks His pardon. This is calledvbah

It means repentance. When one repents and makes a vow n
to commit the sin again, hiawbahmay be accepted by Allah.
He should request Allah with much humility to be pardoned
and should make a vow not to repeat the sin again. Just sayi
it in one’s heart does not complete thebah

Does repentance and asking forgiveness bring pardon for

all sorts of sins?

A.

> O

All sins which do not relate to any other person and are such
that Allah will punish because of disobedience can be
pardoned. Evehkufr andshirk can be pardoned by truly asking
for forgiveness. But sins in which the creatures of Allah are
concerned — for instance, making wrong use of an orphan’s
property, making false charges against someone or doing
cruelty — these cannot be pardoned by merely asking Allah’s
forgiveness. For this, the person concerned should be asked
for pardon. First pay him his dues and ask his forgiveness,
then expect Allah’s pardon. These sins are infringement and
violation ofHugoog-ul-‘Ibaad(peoples’ rights) and they will
not be pardoned by Allah alone.

When is the request for forgiveness not granted?

The only time when forgiveness will not be granted is when &
person is breathing his last and is about to die, he sees the
angels of punishment and then asks for forgiveness. But
before that, the request may always be accepted.
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Q. If a sinful person dies without asking fortawbah will he go
to Paradise?
A. Except for &aafir andmushrik all will go to Paradise after

receiving punishment for their sins. If they have violated other
people’s rights, their rewards for good deeds will be taken
from them and will be given to those whom they did wrong as
compensation for their suffering. It is also possible that Allah
grants pardon and does not punish for all sins, exXxcdépand
shirk, with or without intercession.

Q. What are the ways in which near relatives or friends can
do good to the dead?
A. Such benefits can come to the dead by extra worship to Allah,

or through righteous use of money. For example, if a person
reads the Holy Qur'aamarood Sharegfor gives away

charity in the name of Allah, or gives food to the hungry, he
gets reward from Allah. But Allah has given the choice to pass
on these rewards to another person. To obtain the rewards
from Allah, no time is fixed. No event or day must be given a
particular shape, significance, or look for this purpose.
Anything which is at hand can be given to a deserving person
at any time and the rewards for such a deed can be passed or
to the soul of a dead person. It is condemned to observe
formalities or give feasts, sometimes beyond one’s means, by
taking loans, just for the sake of making show or for
maintaining custom and family traditions.
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Ta'leemul-Arkaanor Islamic A’'maal
(Islamic Actions)

Rules AboutQiraa’ah

(Recitation in prayer)

Q. Is it waajib to recite giraa’ah aloud in Fajr, Maghrib and
‘Isha prayers even if one is saying them alone?
A. It is notwaajib to readgiraa’ah loudly in these prayers in

such case, but it is certainly better.

Q. What is the ruling if these prayers are saidjadaa (makeup

for missed prayers)?

A. Theimaamshould read them in a loud voice. For thenfarid
there is a choice to say tadaa aloud or in a low voice.

Q. How muchgiraa’ah is sunnahin the fard prayers?

A. While on a journey, there is a choice to recite any small or big
suralf afterSurah Faatilah. For one who is in residence (that
is, not on a journey), there is a quantityrafsnoof giraa’ah.

Q. What is themasnoon giraa’ahin prayers when one is in

residence?

A. It is sunnahto reciteTawaal-e-mufasa in Fajr and Zihr
prayersQasaar-e- mufasal in Maghrib prayers, andwsaat-
e- mufasal in ‘Asr and ‘Isha prayers.

Q. What are Tawaal-e-mufasal, Qasaar-e- mufasal, and

Awsaat-e- mufass?

A. Thesurals of the Holy Qur’aan froral-Hujuraat (49) toal-
Burooj (85) are calle@awaal-e-mufasa. The Awsaat-e-
mufasal includessurabs fromat-Taariq (86) toal-Bayyinah

” Although commonly spelledstirali in English, it is pronouncedsbo-raH.
8 “Masnoori = established in th8unnah
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(98). Thesurabs fromaz-Zilzaal(99) to the end of the Holy
Qur’aan are in th@asaar-e- mufasal.

Q. Is this giraa’ah the sunnahfor the imaamonly or for the
munfarid as well?

A. It is sunnahfor both themaamand themunfarid

Q. What if one leaves thisunnah giraa’ahwhile in residence?
A It is allowed.

Q. Is a particular surahfixed for a particular prayer in such a
way that giraa’ah of any othersurahis not permitted?

A. No. Nosurahis fixed in this way. The Shari’ah gives

permission to recite whateveurahone likes. Fixing certain
surals for some particular prayers by someone is against the

Shari’ah.
Q. Recitation of whatsurahs ismasnoonin the sunnah
prayers of Fajr?
A. In the firstrak’ah of sunnahthe Holy Prophetﬁ«%‘i) used to

reciteSurah al-Kaafiroon 33555 & & (109), andSurah
Tawheed %1 &1 & (or Ikhlaas— 112) in the seconk’ah.

Recitation of whatsurah is sunnahin Witr?

Reading in the firstak’ah of Surah al-A’laa-

OV 857 ! 256 (87), al-Kaafiroonin the secondak’ah,
andSurah at-Tawheeih the thirdrak’ah have been attributed
to the Holy Prophef).

> O



The Teachings of IslamPart IV 22

Description of Jamaa’atand Imaamat

> O

> O

> O

What is Imaamat?

Imaamatmeans to be at the head of something. One who lead:
the prayers with all others following him is called the
“Imaan.

What is Jamaa’at?

Jamaa’atis the saying of prayers by many persons together in
which the leader is thenaamand the others who follow him
are callednugtadi

Is Jamaa’atafard, waajib, or sunnah?

Jamaa’ahis Sunnah Mu’akkadalfor men). It is very much
emphasized. Some of thdamaaeven consider fiard and
somewaajib. There is no doubt thdamaa’ahis most
beneficial.

What are the benefits of performing prayers inJamaa’at?

First of all, one gets 27 times more blessings for only one
prayer when it is offered jjmmaa’atat a mosque. Muslims

meet five times a day and this creates mutual love and unity.
People develop love for worship and prayers, taking the
example of others. One who says prayejanmaa’atputs his
heart intonamaaz The prayers of the sinful become more
acceptable by joining the praying with other pious and devoted
persons. The ignorant can easily learn about the rules of
Shari’ah from the learned. It gives the opportunity to know
better about the poor and needy people of the community. It
also enhances the dignity of the prayers. There are many othel
benefits also.

Who are not required to attend theJamaa’at?

Women, children, sick persons, those nursing the sick, the
lame, the maimed, very old people and the blind are not bounc
to attend thgamaa’at
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Q.

What are the excuses which permit healthy persons not to

attend Jamaa’at?

A.

>0
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Q.

Heavy rains, dirty and muddy roads, extremely cold weather,
stormy night, travel when the time for departure of the train ol
ship is near, the need to urinate or pass stool, and also when
one is very hungry and food is served. All these excuses
remove the emphasis of attendanc@mmaa’at

In which prayers Jamaa’atis sunnah mu’akkadat?

It is sunnah mu’akkadaim all fard prayers. Fof araaweelof
Ramadan it issunnah kifaayahlamaa’atfor theWitr prayer
in Ramadan ismustalab.

What is the least number forJamaa’at?

Two people- one to be thmaamand the othemuqtadi The
mugqtadishould stand to the right of tirmaam Theimaam
should stand ahead in front of the row when there are two or
moremugqtads.

In what manner should people stand fodamaa’at?

People should stand close to each other and in a straight row
There should be no space left in between. Small children
should stand in the back row. Itrreakroohto include children

in the men’s row. The women'’s row should come behind the
children.

If the imaam's prayer becomedaasid (invalid), will the

prayers of themuqgtads be all right?

A.

> O

When theémaanis prayer becomefaasid the prayers of the
mugqtads also suffer the same result. It is necessary for the
mugqtads to repeat the prayers.

Who deserves to be themaan?

In order: first arfaalim, or a man who knows the rules of
prayers best and is also a man of good deeds; then a person
who can recite the Holy Qur’aan nicely; then a pious person;
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Q.

then the oldest person; then the noblest and kindest; then the
most dignified and best-looking; and last of all, the man of a
high family.

If there is a fixedimaamin a mosque and a better man

turns up at the time ofjamaa’at, who deserves to be thenaant?

A.

Q.
A.

>0

The already in-chargenaamwill deserve the honor.

Saying prayers behind what sort of people isiakrooh?

Those indulging irbid’ah, afaasiqg an ignorant person, a

slave, blind person, one who is not very careful in observing
the rules of Shari’ah, an illiterate and bastard. To perform
prayers behind these personsiskrooh But if the slave is a

man of knowledge; and if the blind person is careful in the
observance of Shari’ah and has good knowledge or recites the
Qur'aan Shareef nicely; and if a bastard isaaim (scholar)

and good-natured — when a better person is not available we
can say prayers behind any of them without any hesitation.

Behind whom is prayer not acceptable at all?

The prayer is not accepted if it is offered following a mad or
drunken person, orkaafir or mushrik

Saying prayers by a major (adult) person behind a minor
(child) person is not acceptable. Also, men’s prayers said
behind a woman are also not acceptable.

The prayers of one who has dameduu’ or taken bath
properly is not accepted if he says it behind a person who has
not done the same (for example, has dagammum

The prayers of one whosatar (private parts) is covered is
not accepted if said behind one who kataruncovered. One
who is able to doukuu’ andsajdahcannot say prayers behind
one doing these things by gestures.
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One who is sayinfard prayers cannot say prayers behind one
who is sayingnafl. In the same way, one cannot $angd for
Zuhr behind one who is saying tfeed for ‘Asr.

>0

Is Taraaweehallowed if said behind a minor boy?
It is not allowed. If a boy is 15 years old, even though withou

any outward signs of majority, boffaraaweerandfard are
allowed behind him.

Mufsidaat-e-Namaaz

Q. What are the Mufsidaat of salaah?

A. Mufsidaat-e-alaahare the factors which break the prayer
(make itfaasid, and make it necessary to be repeated.

Q. What are thesemufsidaaf?
A. They are:

1)
2)
®3)

(4)
(5)

(6)

(7)
(8)

(9)

To talk in prayer, knowingly or unknowingly, a few words
or many.

To greet a person bys-salaamu ‘alaykuiror by any

other word of salutation and greeting while saying prayer
To reply to greetings or sayingdrhamukallaali to one

who sheezes. Also sayingdmeehito adu’aa not
connected with one’s own prayer.

To say fnnaa lillaahi wa innaa ilayhi raaji’'ooihon some
sad news, ordlhamdulillaal’ or “sublaanallaall on
hearing some good or strange news.

To make noise or say, “Oh,” due to pain or something els
Reminding and prompting a person other than his own
imaamin hisgiraa’ah (recitation).

To recite the Qur'aan while looking at the text.

Making some great mistake in the recitation of the Holy
Qur’aan.

Doing so much of an action that it gives the impression tc
onlookers that one is doing something other than saying
prayers. This is calledmal katheer
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(10) Eating or drinking, knowingly or unknowingly.

(11) To walk to the extent of the distance between two rows of
jamaa’ah

(12) To turn the chest away from the Qiblah without any
reasonable excuse.

(13) Doingsajdahat an impure (dirty) place.

(14) Delay in covering the private parts of the body to the
extent of doing oneukuu’ if they become uncovered for
some reason.

(15) Requesting Allaah for such a thingdiwaa as is generally
asked from human beings. For example, to say “Oh
Allaah! Give me $100 today!”

(16) Utterances of pain or trouble.

(17) The laughter of an adult (mature) person.

(18) To move ahead of thmaamduring the prayer.

Makroohaat-e-Namaaz

Q. How many things aremakrooh (detested) in prayers?

A. Some of thanakroohaain salaahare:

(1) Sadal or hanging of cloth. For example, one leaves ends
of a sheet hanging loosely after placing it on the head, or
putting a gown on the shoulders instead of wearing it
properly.

(2) To sweep with the hands to prevent the soiling of clothes.

(3) Playing with the clothes or with parts of the body.

(4) Saying prayers in clothes in which people do not ordinarily
like to go out in.

(5) Saying prayers while having a coin or something else in
the mouth. If this prevents one fragivaa’ah then the
prayer will becomédaasid(invalid).

(6) Saying prayers bare-headed (for men), due to laziness or
carelessness.

(7) Saying prayers when one needs to use the bathroom.

(8) Gathering the hair on the head and making a pig-tail of it.

(9) To remove the pebbles, but this can be done one time if it
causes inconveniencesajdah
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(10) To crack one’s fingers or put the fingers into the fingers
the other hand.

(11) To put the hands over the waist or back hips.

(12) Turning the face away from the Qiblah and looking here
and there.

(13) Sitting like a dog by putting things near the belly and the
knees touching the chest while the hands are on the gro
(for men).

(14) It ismakroohfor men to lay both the arms and the wrists
on the ground isajdah

(15) Saying prayers while another person sits in front facing
one.

(16) Replying to greetings with the motion of the head or han

(17) Sitting cross-legged without an excuse.

(18) Yawning knowingly and not trying to stop it as much as
possible.

(19) Closing the eyes; but if it is done to put one’s heart into t
prayer it is allowed.

(20) Theimaanis standing under thmihraab(arch); but it will
not matter if his feet are outside it.

(21) Standing of thenaamby himself only at a height of one
handspan; but it is nobakroohif a fewmuqtads are also
standing with him at that level.

(22) Standing alone behind a row when there is still a vacant
place in the front row.

(23) Saying prayers in clothes with pictures of living things or
them.

(24) Saying prayers at a place where there is a picture above
on the right or left side of theuslli (hamaaz), or on the
place where one dosgjdah

(25) To count theayaat surals, ortasbeeb on the fingers.

(26) Saying prayers with sheet or clothes wrapped on the bo
in such a way that it makes it difficult to free the hands
quickly.

(27) To yawn and stretch the arms to remove laziness.

(28) Doingsajdahon the rolls of the turban.

(29) Doing something against the Sunnah in the prayer.
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Witr Prayer
Q. Are Witr prayerswaajib or sunnatr?
A. Witr iswaajib. It is emphasized as muchfasd prayers. If

> O

> O

> O

> O

one misses it, one must saygedaa (makeup) afterwards. It
is most sinful to leave it without an excuse or knowingly.

How manyrak’aat are there in Witr prayer?

Threerak’aat. After tworak’aat, sit inga’dahand stand up
after recitingat-tahiyyaat Then again sit iga’dah (after the
third rak’ah) and turn forsalaamafterat-tahiyyaat darood
shareefanddu’aa.

What is the difference between Witr and other prayers?

In Witr prayersDu’aa-e-Qunoois said in the thirdak’ah.

The order is like this: AfteBurah Faatilah and anothesurah
in the thirdrak’ah, sayAllaahu akbay raising the hands up to
the ears and folding them again. Then rBatha-e-Qunoat
and after that performukuu’ and complete the prayer as
usual.

Shoulddu’aa-e-qunootbe said in a loud or low tone?

Whether themaam munfarid or muqtadj one should recite
du’aa-e-qunootn a low voice.

What if one has not learntdu’aa-e-qunootby heart?
One may say any othdu’aa, for example,
w” W\ e TE ST (2 e LN TS
Zh 27 */":./1,.///
Our Lord! Grant us the good of this world and the good of
the Hereafter and save us from the torment of the hefl-fire.

® Surah2, Ayaah201.
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Q. If the mugtadihas not completed thelu’aa-e-qunootand
the imaamgoes intorukuu’, what should themugqtadido?
A. He should leave it and go intokuu’ with theimaam

Sunnahand Nafl Prayers

Q. How many prayers areSunnat-ul-Mu’akkadah?
A

Two rak’aat before Fajr'dard; four rak’aat with onesalaam
beforefard of Jumu’ah (Friday) andubr prayers; twoak’aat
after thefard of Zuhr; fourrak’aat with onesalaamafter
Jumu’ah prayers; twrak'aat afterfard of Maghrib prayers;
two rak’aat after ‘Ishaa’dard; and twentyrak’aat of
Taraaweehn the month of Ramadn areSunnat-ul-

Mu’akkadah
Q. How many prayers areSunnat Ghayr Mu’akkadal?
A. Fourrak’aat before ‘As; two rak’aat after ‘Ishaa’ssunnat

mu’akkadah six rak’aat after Maghrib’ssunnat mu’akkadgh
two rak’aat after Jumu’ah’sunnat mu’akkadghwo rak’aat
of Tahiyyat-ul-Wudu’; two rak’aat of Tahiyyat-ul-Masjid
four or eightrak’aat of Chaasht(Duhaa) prayers; twaak’aat
after Witr; four, six or eightak’aat of Tahajjudprayers;
Salaat-ut-Tasbeelalaat-ul-Istikhaarah Salaat-ut-Tawbah
Salaat-ul-Haajah etc- all these prayers afunnat Ghayr
Mu’akkadah

Q. Where is it better to saysunnah prayers — at home or in

the mosque?

A. It is better to say aBunnahandnawaafilat home, except
some like Taraaweeahiyyat-ul-Masjid, and prayers of sola
eclipse.
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Q.
A.

Q
th

A.

e su

At what time is it makroohto saynafl prayers?

After subhe-saadigand before the twrak’aat of fard of Fajr
it is makroohto saynafl: only tworak’aat of sunnahshould
be said before then.

After thefard of Fajr prayers until sunrigeafl aremakrooh

After thefard of ‘Asr until the time of the fading of the sun
all nafl aremakrooh

On all these three occasiogagaa (makeup) fofard and
waajib prayers, prayers for the dead, aagtiah tilaawahare
allowed.

But from the time the sun rises until it is a spear-length higt
all prayers arenakrooh It is alsomakroohto say any prayers
exactly at midday, and from the time the sun begins fading
until it sets. But if ‘As prayers of that day have not been said
by then, it is allowed to say them even if the sun has faded or
is setting down.

Sunnahandnafl prayers arenakroohat the time of the
khutbah

What is meant by the changing of color, or the fading, of
n?

When the sun’s glow becomes red and one can fix one’s eye:
upon it without difficulty, it means the sun is fading.

TaraaweehPrayers

Q.

A.

Is Taraaweehprayer sunnahor nafl?

It is sunnat mu’akkadafor men and women both and to say it
in jamaa’ahis sunnat kifaayahThat is, if a person says
Taraaweelat his home, while Taraaweehayers are said in

the neighboring mosque, the person who says it alone will no
be sinful. But if all the Muslims of the neighboring vicinity
offer it alone in their homes, all of them will be sinful (for not
holding congregation).



The Teachings of IslamPart IV 31 |

Q. What is the time of Taraaweetprayers?

A. The time for Taraaweedbegins after ‘Ishaa prayer and lasts
until before Fajr prayer. It can be said before and after the
Witr also (preferably before). If one fails to complete one’s
Taraaweelalong with theémaam he can join the Witr prayer
in jamaa’ahand complete the Taraaweatter the Witr.

Q. How manyrak’aat are there in Taraaweel? Please explain
in detalil.
A. Twenty (20)rak’aat with ten (10)salaamaremasnoon That

is, one should havaiyyahfor tworak’aat of Taraaweeleach
time. And after every fouiak’aat of Taraaweeli is
mustalab to sit a while and take a rest.

Q. Should one recite something or remain silent while one is
sitting?
A. It is open to choice. One may remain silent or recite Qur’'aal

Shareef or théasbeelof Taraaweeln a low voice, or say
nafl prayers separately.

Q. How is it to complete the Holy Qur’aan in thegiraa’ah of
Taraaweehprayers?
A. It is sunnahto complete the Holy Qur'aan once in the whole

month. It is even betteafdal) to do it twice; thrice is even
better. But the blessings of completing the Holy Qur’aan twi
or thrice depend on the fact that this much recitation does n
cause inconvenience to theusalls. In completing it once,
however, inconvenience of the worshippers is of no
consideration (in that it should be done).

Can we say Taraaweeklitting?

It is makroohto say Taraaweesitting if one has the strength
of giyaam(standing up) and can say them standing.

> O
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Q. While saying Taraaweehsome people do not join the
prayers from the beginning but at a time when themaam
prepares to go intorukuu’ - what sort of practice is this?

A. To do so isnakrooh One should join at the beginning.

Q. If one does not get thgamaa’ah for the fard of ‘Ishaa, is it
allowed for him to say thefard alone and then join thejamaa’ah
for Taraaweeh?

A. It is allowed.

Qadha (Make-up) Prayers

Q. What is Adaaand Qadaa?

A. Adaais to say prayers at the time fixed for thépadha is
sayingfard or waajib prayers after the time for them has
passed. For exampl8uhr prayers said at the time Bdihr
will be calledAdag if said after thezuhr time, they will be

Qadaa.
Q. Qadha of what prayers iswaajib?
A. Qadha of fard is fard; of waajib is waajib; and ofsunnahis
sunnah
Q. What sort of practice is it to miss and to not sajard or
waajib at the time fixed for it?
A. It is very sinful to intentionally not say tlierd, waajib, or

sunnah mu’akkadaprayers at the fixed time without any
strong reason. The sin of not sayfagd at the correct time is
extremely great. Then comes the sin for missingnah It is

not, however, sinful if the time of prayers passed
unknowingly- that is, if one is asleep or even just forgot to se
the prayers.
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Q. When should one say th€adaa for fard or waajib?
A When one remembers or when one wakes up. It is a sin to

delay. If one wakes up or remembers atakroohtime (of
prayer), then let theakroohtime pass and then say the

Qadaa

Q. How to doniyyahfor Qadaa?

A. This should be done in this way: “It is my intention to say the
Qadha of such-and-such day’s Fajr oula fard.” Merely
intending to say)adaa of Zuhr (or whatever it is) prayer,
without making it definite, is not enough.

Q. What to intend if there are plenty of missed prayers due

and one does not remember the days? For example, one has not
said any prayers for one or two months and he remembers only
that some Fajr or Zuhr prayers are Qadaa, yet he does not
remember the month in which the prayers were missed.

A. In such a case, to s@adaa of Fajr prayers, he should will, “I
am going to say th@adaa of the first or second or the last
Fajr prayers from the dues of all the Fajr prayers from me.”
Niyyahfor all Qadaa prayers should be like this.

Q. Where is it better to sayQadaa prayers, in a mosque or at
home?

A. When one has to say @adaa prayers, it is better to say
them at home. They can also be said in a mosque. But he
should not tell others that he has SQaldaa prayers. It is
makroohto talk to others about one(3adaa prayers.

What are thosesunnahs whoseQadaa is alsosunnah?

If the sunnals of Fajr along with théard areQadaa, they
should be said &3adaa along with thefard, but before the
sun crosses the meridiara(vaa). If said afterzawaal only
the Qadaa of thefard will be said. If only thesunnals are
Qadha, there is no need to say them. linakroohto say them
after thefard of Fajr but before the sunrise. If they are said

> O
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after sunrise, then it is natakroohbut they will be treated as
nafl, not assunnah

Q. What is the order for the four Zuhr sunnats if they are not
said before thefard?

A. Thesunnahof Zuhr or Jumu’ah prayers, if not said before the
fard, can be said after it, either before the suonah
following thefard or after them. Both of these ways are
allowed. But it is better to say them after the suonah

Mudrik, Masboogand Laahiq

Q. Who is called amudrik?
A

One who says full prayers from the firak’ah to the last
behind thamaamis called anudrik

Who is amasboo@

Masboogis one who has missed one or m@i€aat before he
joined thggamaa’atbehind themaam

> O

Who is calledlaahigq?

Laahiq is one who joined thmmaa'’atin the beginning, and
later on missed one or mar&k’aat. For instance, one fell
asleep and slept so long that during this timartteam
completed one or two morak’aat.

> O

When and how should anasboogsay his missedak’aat?

He should continue to say the prayers withithaamtill the

end. When th@naamturns forsalaam themasboogshould

not do so but stand up and complete the missiédat. This
should be done in a way as if he had begun the prayers afre
For example, if you miss only omak’ah, stand up after the
imaamturns forsalaamand first readhanag ta’awwudh,and
bismillaah and reciteéSurah Faatihatand anothesurah

Then sit inga’dahas usual. After completing omak’ah, turn

> O
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for salaam This method is to be followed for every missed
rak’ah of prayers.

And when you miss twak’aat in Zuhr, ‘Asr, ‘Ishaa, or Fajr
prayers, sayhanag ta’awwudh andtasmiyahand recite
Faatihahand any othesurahin the firstrak’ah. In the second
rak’ah, afterFaatihahand anothesurah performrukuu’,
sajdah andga’dahand turn foisalaam

If you got only oneak’ah in Zuhr, ‘Asr, or ‘Ishaa with the
imaam then perform your thremk’aat in this way: Say the
first rak’ah with Faatihahand anothesurahand then do
ga’dah Then say the otheak’ah with Faatihahand any
othersurahand finish one moreak’ah with the recitation of
only Faatihah Then sit inga’dahand turn forsalaam

If you get only onegak’ah in Maghrib with theamaam then
say ongak’ah with Faatihahand asurahand doga’dahand
then again say the secorak’ah with Faatihahand asurah
and after performinga’dah, turn forsalaam

So, if you get only oneak’ah with theimaamthen doga’dah
after one moreak’ah, no matter what prayer it is.

Q. What should themasbooddo if he stands up as themaam
turns for salaambut the imaam doesSajdah Sahw(discussed
next)?

A. He should return and join sajdah sahwvith theimaam
Q. What is the order if the masboocdforgets and turns for
salaamwith the imaant?

A. If he does so with thenaamor even before, then rsajdah

sahwis waajib on him and he should complete his prayer. But
if he turns forsalaamafter theimaamhas done so, it isaajib
for him to dosajdah sahvat the end of completing his prayer.
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Q. What and how should thelaahig complete his missed
rak'aat?
A. If the laahig misses anyak’aat due to certain reason, for

example, sleep, he should say thk€aat he missed
separately, when he wakes up, in the way as he is still sayin
his prayers behind themnaam That is, he should not read
giraa’ah. After completing the missadk’aat he should join
theimaamand complete the remaining prayer. But if the
imaamhas finished his prayers, then he should complete his
remainingrak’aat separately as if he was saying his prayers
behind thamaam During this time, if he commits any
mistake unknowingly, he should not sajdah sahwbecause
he is still amugtadiand nosajdah sahws done by anuqtadi
alone for any mistake.

Sajdah Sahw

Q.
A.

> O

What is Sajdah Sahw

Sahwmeans forgetting. Sometimes due to forgetfulness ther:
is some addition or deletion which causes a deficiency in the
prayer and to make up for the deficiency tsapdats are done

in the lastga’dah This is calledsajdah sahw

How is Sajdah Sahwdone?

In the lastga’dah aftertashahhudurn forsalaamon the right,
then saytakbeerand do twasajdals. Saytasbeelthree times
in eachsajdah After the firstsajdahraise the head saying
takbeer Sit up straight and then do the seceajilah After
sayingtakbeerand sitting up straight again, saytahiyyaat
(tashahhuyl darood shareednddu’aa and then turn for both
thesalaam
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Q. How is it if one also sayslarood shareefind du’aa after
tashahhud before thesalaamfor sajdah sahw
A. Some‘ulamaa (scholars) consider as a precaution that one

should sayashahhugdaroodanddu’aa all beforesajdah
sahwand then read all the three again after it. Thus, it is be
to say them but there is no harm even if it is not done.

Q. Is Sajdah Sahwwaajibin all prayers or only in fard
prayers?

A. The ruling is the same for all the prayers.

Q. What if one does not turn forsalaameven to one side
before doing thesajdah sahw

A. To do so ignakrooh tanzeehi

Q. What is the ruling if Sajdah Sahwis done after turning for

both the salaans?

A. According to one narration it is allowed. But the more certal
way is to turn foisalaamonly to one side. If one has turned tc
both sides then one should notsigdah sahwbut repeat the
prayer.

What makesSajdah Sahwwvaajib?

If any waajib of the prayer is delayed or missed, or there is
delay in afard, or wrong priority was given to arigrd or a
fard was repeated (like doirrgkuu’ twice), or by changing
the manner of anyaajib, sajdah sahwecomesvaajib
(necessary).

> O

Q. What if these things which makeSajdah Sahwwaayjib are

done knowingly?

A. If done knowingly sajdah sahwvill not remove the
deficiency. It will bewaajib to repeat the prayer.
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Q. If a number of things, each of which causesajdah sahwto
becomewaajib, occur in a singlesalaah then how many times
should sajdah sahwbe done?

A. Only once. The twaajdals ofsahware enough (for all such
deficiencies).

Q. What changes ingiraa’ah causesajdah sahwto become

waajib?

A. Sajdah sahwvis waajib (1) if Surah Faatihahs left out in the
first or second, or both thrak’aat of afard prayer, or in one
or morerak’aat of waajib, sunnahor nafl prayer. (2) By
reciting all over again thBurah Faatihalor a large part of it
in theserak’aat. (3) To read gurahbeforeSurah Faatihah
(4) By not reciting asurahwith Surah Faatihahn all the
rak’aat of everyfard, waajib, sunnahor nafl, except the third
and fourthrak’aat of fard prayer, on the condition that all
these things mentioned have been done unintentionally.

Q. If one forgets to dota’deel of arkaan, will sajdah sahwbe
waajib or not?
A. Sajdahwill be waajib.

Q. What if the first ga’dahis forgotten?
A

If one is going to stand up but is almost in a sitting posture,
then he should sit down and needsamlah sahwif one has
almost risen, he should leave tggdahand stand up. He
should then deajdah sahwn ga’dah akheerahThis will
complete the prayer.

What other things makeSajdah Sahw waajib

(1) Doingrukuu’ twice in onerak’ah. (2) Doing threesajdals.
(3) Leaving outashahhudn the first or the lagga’dah (4)

To recitedarood shareeéftertashahhudn the firstga’dahup
to or beyond Allaahumma salli ‘alaa muhammadiror by
sitting silent up to this point. (5) If thenaamsays the prayers
in a low voice when it should be said aloud. (6) Ifithaam

> O
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says the prayers aloud when it should be in a low voice.
Sajdah sahvibecomesvaajib on the condition that any of
these have happened unintentionally.

Q. What if the muqgtadicommits asahwin his prayers behind
the imaant?
A. Sajdah sahvis notwaajib on amuqtadifor hissahw

(forgetfulness).

Q. What if a masboogcommits asahwin completing his

remaining prayer?

A. It is waajib on him to desajdah sahwn the lasiga’dahof his
prayer.

Sajdah Tilaawah

Q. What is Sajdah Tilaawal?

A. Tilaawahmeans recitation. There are certain points in the
Noble Qur'aan the reading or hearing of which necessitates
sajdah Thissajdahis calledSajdah Tilaawah

Q. How many points are there, the hearing or reading of
which makes asajdahwaajib?
A. There are fourteen points in the whole of the Holy Qur’'aan.

They are also called thi®urteen Sajdahs

Q. If one reads anaayahof sajdahoutside of prayer when and
how should he do thesajdat?
A. It is better to dsajdahwhen theaayahof sajdahis read or

heard, but it is not a sin if one does not do it at that time. Ye
much delay isnakrooh

The preferred way of doirgpjdahoutside of prayer is to
stand up and then, sayitekbeer go intosajdah Then stand
up again, sayintakbeeragain.Sajdahwill be complete even
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if one goes t@ajdahwhile sitting and stands up after
performingsajdah

What are the conditions ofSajdah Tilaawal?

The conditions o$ajdah tilaawahare the same as those of
salaah

¢ (1-3) Cleanliness of body, place and clothes;

¢ (4) Covering ofsatar,

¢ (5) Facing thegiblah; and

¢ (6) Niyyahfor sajdah tilaawah

> O

What makesSajdah Tilaawah faasidnull and void)?

The same things which make the praigasidalso make the
sajdah tilaawah faasid

> O

Q. What is the ruling if one recites anaayatof sajdahtwo
times or more than that?

A. If one reads or hears some particaayahof sajdahtwo or
more times in a gathering, only osa@dah tilaawalwill be
waajib.

Q. What if two aayaatof sajdahare read in one gathering or

oneaayabhis read in two different gatherings?

A. A sajdahwill be waajib for every differenaayahof sajdah

read in one gathering, or as many times asaayahhas been
read in different gatherings.

Q. How is it if one skips theaayahof sajdahwhile reading the
Holy Qur’aan and only reads the parts before and after it?

A. Such an act immakrooh(extremely hated).



